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(NOTE: Wher I sent out the last newsletter, I did not expect to have 
another so soon, but I must not keep you waiting for this one from 


Professor Sellers. Two introductory paragraphs about his trip over 
and arrival at Jerusalem are omittede liebe) 


It was gcod to see the familiar buildings and to find the trees 

in the yard considerably larger than they were fourteen years ago. 

Tne staff greeted me cordially and I’was able to have a bath before 
lunch, Dr. Kiein came in for coffee, He was surprised and relieved 
at finding ré and gladly turned over the keyse Te School owes to 

Dv. Klein a tremendous debt of gratitude for his splendid suvervision 
as Acting D:.rector since the departure of Professor and hits. Burrows. 
ne School has been strictly neutral ground. At no time have arms 

been stored on the »remises nor has'a shot been fired from the grounds 
I find in Klein a tower of strensth. Hs is well established in tke 
community and when I so to him cheerfully gives me advice and guidance 
in matters of protocol. ‘/ren the British army departed the servants 
all went away; but Dr. Kiein moved in and, with Miss Ferris and hiss 
Futgemp, kept the property occunied and guarded durins the first 
period of fightins. These two brave ladies deserve their share of 
praise. Gradually the servants came back and they were all here at 
the beginning of the first truce, 


Thoush in the first period of fighting the front line was the 
Nablus Road and in consecuence the School was subjected to consider- 
able small arms fire, damage was not extensive, ‘Je were more fortun- 
ate than St. George's and the American Colony, both of which suffered’ 
direct hits by bombs. One had come throush the roof of the Cathedral, 
destroying the pulpit and inflicting such damace on the main santuary” 
that it must have extensive repairs before being suitable for worship. 
Archdeacon McInnes suffered a serious leg wound, which still keeps 
hiri in a wheel chair. He was in the French Hospital when it was taken 
by the Jevs and there he had visits from Dr. Ben Dor and Dr, lMaisler.e 
After he was ready for moving he was allowed to return to St. George's. 
‘Mr. whiting of the American Colony had a bullet wound through a lowér 

calf. isthile no bone was injured the wound caused considerable pain. 
Nowi he is able to do a limited amount of walking. 


My arrival was two days before the end of the trucee ‘ishhile we 
were at sup”’er on the night of the <th there was a tremendous blast, 
Which shattered several of our Windows. ‘le learned that the Arabs 
had blown ud one of their buildings near the American Colony. Actual 
hostilities began at & o'clock on friday, the Sth, thoush there was 
not a great deal of heavy firing on that day. Seturday Miss Faris 
took me for a walk through the Gld City. Life was going on in the 
markets, thouzh a sood many of the shovs were closed, We saw some 
mortar bombs falling and there was a fire beyond the Church of the 
Eoly Sepulchre, Later we learned that this fire was caused by the 
vurning of shops adjacent to the wall north of the Jaffa Gate. ijith 
sorrow we learned that Iir. Raad's photoszraphy shop was one of the 
places destroyed, Archaenlogically theré is some benfit in the 
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ovportunity to bare the city wall in this area, as has been done near 


the Damascus Gate; but we have sympathy for those who have suffered a 
serious loss of property. 


Sunday ushered in a week of intense fighting in our vicinity. There’ 
was @ great deal more heavy fire than in the first period of fighting 
One mortar bomb landed on our front fence half way between the gate 
and the south corner. It tore a lavge hole in the concrete vase, bro! 
and twisted iron bars, ruined at least three trees, and hurled one ir: 
bar over th? building into the back yard, Monday we had the heaviest 
battle which has been staged in our area. The Jews attacked with a 
tremendous amount of small arms fire, heavy bombing, and the lighting 
of the whole area with brilliant flares, The entire personnel of the 
School huddled under stairways or in the corridor leading into the 
library. Fortunately the maid Helen was with her children in the 
basement of the director's house and not in her room on the first 
floor of the professor's house; for a bomb struck just outside the 
northeast corner of the building. Had Helen been in her bed she 
would have veen wounded or at least cut by flying glass. On Poth 


egg behind us were some Arab Legion heavy guns, which adaed *c 
6 din. 


Tuesday night saw somé more hard fighting, though not so near us 
as on the previous night. Another bomb hit at the northwest corner 
of the building and large fragments came ihto t# ‘northwest room of 
the professor's apartment, On wednesday Miss Faris left for a well- 
earned vacation. ‘se were glad that she was not here Wednesday night, 
for a bomb landed just outside her window and a good many fragments 
entered. On Thursday night we experienced our first air raid, but 


the bombs were dropped south of us and otherwise the night was com- 
. paratively quiet. 


After breakfast on Friday morning the Arabs launched a heavy attack 
on our front and the Jews replied with a great deal of heavy fire, 
Bombs dropped all around our buildings, breaking windows, smashing 
dishes, knocking down vlaster, and throwing up dirt. iJe spent a 
good part of the day under the staircases and the servants had to 
forego a good deal of their work. From the radio we learned that 
the Security Council had ordered a cease-fire in Jerusalem within 
twenty-four hours and for the whole country on S:nday. In the evene 
ing the tempo of the firing increased. ‘/¢ had our rain of small arms 
fire and two bombs were dropped in our yard; but the main heavy fire 


was directed on the O).d City. Hundreds of mortar bombs were dropped 
and there was an air raid. 


At dawn on Scturday morning there was quiet; so it was evident 
that the cease-fire order had become effective, Dr. Klein ceme by 
and with him I went on a walk through the Old City. The damage of 
the night before was evident, There were heaps of rubble where the 
bombs had penetdrated the arcades. We saw where the bombs had hit in 
the court and the buildings adjacent to the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre, and were told that four persons had been killed there, ie 
visited the Armenian PatriarcH;/'Showed us parts of some of the bombs 
which had landed in his court. He expressed the opinion that if the 
fighting had continued another week there would have been nothing lef 
of the Old City. I have not seen the damage to the Dome of the Rock; 
but I am told that ten of the most beautiful windows have been. 
destroyed. Fourteen people were reported killed in the area. It is 
well that John Trever got his splendid pictures of the building last 















aZu 
winter. 


Our feeling of relief at the cessation of the fire was a bit 
premature; for about 3:30 Sunday morning another battle was on. It 
was still going at 8:30, so that those of us who had intended to 
attend services at the Cathedral found it prudont to remain at home. 
By lunch time there was a sufficient lull to encourage me to attempt 
to keep an engagement for the meal at St. George's. With Helen's son 
Benny as an escort I went by the back way to the rear door. As we 
approachedfiring increased and bullets began to light around us. So 
we beat a hasty retreat and arrived at the kitchen, much to the relief 
of Helen. In the afterhoon the cease-fire became actual and since 
then we have enjoyed quiet. The Arab and Jéwish commanders have agree 
on @ boundary line and have stopped sniping. 







There has been a good deal of small damage to the School property, 
but no heavy damage. There is not a room on the place which has not 
been penetrated by bomb fragments or bullets. Miss Putcamp and I 
counted fifteen craters made by bombs on the’ grounds--in front, on 
both sides, and in the rear of the buildings. Probably another half 
dozen were exploded against the trees. But not a direct hit was made 
on the buildings’ The most serious problem in repairs will bs the 
Windows. ‘Whether we can find glass or any temporary substitute befor« 
the coming of winter we shall have to find out. <A good many of the 
trees have been felled and others are beyond saving; but tthe trees 
have become so dense that they can stand a bit of thinning. Many ho; 
in the gutters must be stopped up if we are to catch the rains for th 
cisterns. ‘We still have a fairly good water supply; but prospects fo. 
resumption of the city water works are indefinite. Doubtless we shall 
have to do without electricity for an indefinite period and it will 
be-a long time before telephone service is restored. 
































The service personnel still consists of thé cook Omar, the maids 
Helen and Ifelia, and the grounds man Mahmoud. The families of Omar 
and Miahmoud were living in Ain Marem and fled before the village was 
taken. Now they are living in the open. Melia*s children live in 
Jifna; Helen's children are here. ‘We can be grateful that none of 
the School personnel has been injured. This is remarkable, because 
besides the heavy bombs the School was subjected to a great amount 
of small arms fire. 





Yesterday afternoon I called on the Dominicans, who welcomed me 
ag a visitor from another world and turned out en masse to greet me. 
Pere Vincent was too ill to see company; but Péres de Vaux, Savignac, 
and Abel, whom I knew from previous visits, and some sight other 
fathers whose names I regognized from Revue Biblique seated me in 
their midst and plied me with questions about persons and affairs in 
America. They were particularly interested in Albright's decipherment 
of the Sinai script, Goetze's discovery of the Babylonian law code, 
and the Isaiah manuscript. Also they were concerned about the fall 
election in America. I never had such a distinguished audience list<¢ 
so attentively to what I had to say. No publications have come here 
from America since early spring. The Dominican School carried its _ 
program with lectures through June according to schedule. It startea 
with twenty-five students and finished with four. The July Rovue 
Biblique is now in press and the copy for the October number is 
complete. Damage to their buildings was similar to ours. They did 
have some direct hits, but their heavy stone walls were an effective 
protectian. One bomb hit on the crenelation of the north wall and 











F knocked some stones to the ground. 


Another visit that I made yesterday was to the Anna Spafford Baby 
Home with Miss Putcamp, who is supervising there in the absence of 
Mrs. Vester. The home has operated through tho fighting and’ douhtless 
will have an increased load bccause of the refugee situation. 


For safety we tacated the dining room and have béen eating in the 
sitting room, which was not exposed to direct fire. There we put some 
Sand bags in the windows. An addition to the social life is the piano 
from Miss Frris' school. It had been scarred by a bomb, but it is in 


g00d condition and not badly in need of tuning. She was glad to make 
the loan; for the piano is safer here than in the empty school buildins 


July 22. 

Yesterday we took out the station wagon, which had been stored in 
the garage with a wheel removed. Dr. Klein had had the battery re- 
charged and at intervals we had run the engine: Miss Putcamp had a 
perait to drive it to Beirut in case of an emergency. I secvted a 
perait for Dr. Klein and mé to drive it in this area and vest3r‘ey mor: 
jJng had the wheel replaced. In the afternoon, with Dr. Kicin diiving. 
re, iv. Whiting, a Lision soldier, and I went to Remallah fcr the 
Furoose of getting the signature of Mr. Jones, head of the Frisncs'* 
School, on a cable which D:. Klein had drafted for the four of ws to 
sigi and send to the Federal Council of Churches of Christ in jmeriva 
cea: !ing attention to the urgent need of relief to the refuzces in 
Pai:cstine. In’ Ramallah we had vivid evidence of the pligh: of some of 
these refugees. Around Remallah are from 70,000 to 100,0%vu refugees, 
largely from Lydda and Ramleh, which fell to ths Jews in tne last week 
cf fighting. Only a few of these refugees were able to take anv of 
thsir possession: with them. lIany of them heve no money and ro snelter 
except the clothing in which they stand. Families are broker un, lost 
chiidren wander about, and dejected grouvs sit under trees cr behind 
shelters of scanty rags. On the Jonés porch we saw two little babies. 
Onc had been found beside its dead parents and the other alors. Ina 
court were living an clderly man with his family of thirty-nine--- 
wives and children of himself and his sons. He didn't know whether 
his sons were killed, captured, or’ escaped. Amman has bsen sending 
daily a truck of bread°to Ramallah, but the report is that future ship- 
ments will be of flour. This will be better for trans»odrtation but 


will require more water, of which there is a prospect of an acute 
shortase.e ; 


While probably Ramallah has the most serious situation at present, 
there are similar situations in many of the towns. Unless relief comes 
quickly there will doubtless be starvation and epidemics. The surrounc. 
ing countries are responding splendidly, but their resources are 
limited and there is need of help on a large scale, There are some 
half a millio.. displaced persons in Palestine and the adjacent lands. 


In Ramallah we saw Dr. Canaane His home is wrecked and he thinks t” 
he has lost his library and his papers, including the manuscript of 4a 
book on which he has bDcen working for years. Some time ago he had to 
move into the Old City, where there has been great need of his proies- 
donel services. When we returned in time for tcal fc." 
the man who’ now is in charge of the museum and he gave me news of his 
institution. He says that the building has suffered very little damage 
the most valuable objects are safely stored, and most of the exhibits 
are still in their cases, a 


Ovid R. Sellers, Director. 





